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imprisonment and was subjected to all the hardships of jail
life; solitary cell, fetters for months, grinding for prison
task, etc. He lost 55 Ib. in weight and suffered from
scurvy and lumbago and what not, as a result of the
rigours to which he was subjected. He behaved
as a model prisoner and conscientiously observed jail dis-
cipline, cheerfully putting up with all privations and hard-
ships of jail life, never asking for favours or compromising
on principles. Even some of the jail officials were moved
by the sufferings of their high-principled, illustrious pri-
soner and tried to relax the rigours which were to be
imposed upon him under the rules. He implored them
to let him be. He started a crusade against the corruption
in jail. One constable, under his influence, tendered his
resignation because he could not make both ends meet
without indulging in corrupt practices. The jail authori-
ties took alarm and transferred Badshah Khan to another
prison, this time in Gujarat in the Punjab, where his un-
compromising honesty and rigorous observance of jail
discipline became a source of embarrassment to his more
easy-going fellow prisoners. But he stood firm as a rock.
For, he held with that other illustrious jail-bird, Tom
Clark, that " once you compromise on principle, you not
only compromise truth, but you compromise your self-
respect ", which is the most valuable asset in the prison
life of a civil resister.
The transfer to Gujarat prison brought him into con-
tact with a wider circle and enabled him to make a study
of the scriptures of other religions, especially the Bhaga-
wadgita and the Sikh scriptures. In order to understand
one another better, he suggested in consultation with his
Hindu fellow civil resister prisoners, that there should be
Gita and Quran classes. The classes went on for some*
time but ultimately had to be discontinued " for want of
any other pupil but myself in the Gita class and for want
of more than one pupil in the Quran class ".*
Unlike his elder brother Dr. Khan Saheb, who often
used to say in jest, " My brother offers the namaz on my
* Cited by Mahadev Desai In Two Servants of God.